
  

On 8 April, Joseph Priestley set
sail for America. London had 
become too dangerous a place
for this leading radical
philosopher and scientist now
demonised as a friend of France.
He would never return.

On 13 May, John Thelwall was
arrested along with other
radical leaders. His
inflammatory defence speech–
never given in court – formed
the basis of his book The
Rights of Britons.

The next day in Paris, Mary
Wollstonecraft gave birth to a
baby girl. She was soon
abandoned by the baby's father.
Now a single mother, she wrote
one of the first histories of the
French Revolution.

Camille Desmoulins was one of
many revolutionary leaders who
met their ends in Robespierre's
Reign of Terror. His crime was
to suggest that the Committee
of Public Safety was out of
Control. He died on 5 April 1794.

Antoine Lavoisier was
Guillotined on trumped-up
charges on May 8, so he didn't
live to see the French victory at
Fleurus, where a balloon on
which he had worked was used
to decisive effect.

At Fleurus on 26 June, the
balloon L'Entreprenant,
captained by Jean Marie Joseph
Coutelle, provided aerial
reconnaissance of the
battlefield to the French
commanders on the ground.

News of victory at Fleurus
reached Paris at record speed
using the Chappe Telegraph.
For the first time messages
were travelling long distance
at the speed of light – a
communications revolution.

In England, an Industrial
Revolution was underway. In
October 1794 James Watt, his
partner Matthew Boulton and
their sons reconstituted their
company, dedicated to making
steam engines.

In Leeds, Priestley’s home town, 
Matthew Murray was preparing
to leave his job in a mill to
found his own steam start-up.
In later years Boulton, Watt &
Sons would use dirty tricks to
stop Murray in his tracks.

1794 “And in the vineyards of red
  France appear’d the light of
  his fury.” William Blake,
  Europe: A Prophecy

“Clemency is also a revolutionary measure.”
  Camille Desmoulins

“Man not moveables is
  the object of  just
  legislation” John Thelwall

Eight men, one woman, all their lives changed in an extraordinary year
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This is the story of one amazing year through
the lives of eight men and one woman who all
experienced it in life-changing ways. It’s my
personal, partial and permanently unfinished
version of history.
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